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Newsweek spotlights on ICTs and Young People
Newsweek has just published a special issue on the future of technology and young people. 

Some points: 

1. ICTs are training children to achieve different skills i.e. more 'adept at handling a variety of visual information.' Multitasking is therefore a skill that young people are becoming adept at. 

2. More and more young people turn to the Internet for information. 

3. In what reinforces the fact that young people shape the future of technology, this issue contains an article on how youth and children behaviour are observed by companies to determine product design and innovation. "...the behaviour that characterize teens' use of technology - socializing, multitasking, going mobile, making a personal statement -are increasingly influencing what is being developed in industries ranging from telecoms to electronics to software."  Find out more… at the cafeteria @ lunch time (
Meet the Energy… behind TakingITGlobal

Name: Jennifer Corriero - Age: 23 - Organization: TakingITGlobal - Nationality: Canadian

Jennifer is director of TakingITGlobal, a non-profit organization connecting youth in 200 countries to collaborate around pressing global challenges. She was by far the youngest person selected as a Global Leader for Tomorrow at the 2002 World Economic Forum. Prior to co-founding TIG, Jennifer consulted for numerous companies including Xerox, J.Walter Thomson, Nike, Swatch and the Royal Bank of Canada. In 2000, she spent six months in Redmond advising senior Microsoft executives on strategies to engage the next generation. Jennifer has spoken at more than forty national and international events from Malaysia to Ghana, and is a member of the Organizing Committee for the Youth Employment Summit. She is also pursuing an MA at Toronto’s York University.  TakingITGlobal now involves more than 21,000 young leaders and TakingITGlobal.org receives more than 15 million hits a month.

The Information Society in a phrase? This generation of young people have far more power and potential to effect change than any previuos generation of youth. They are growing up in a world where through ICTs they have access to information, resources and knowledge that allow them to become more actively engaged as key stakeholders in all aspects of society.  It is through creating more opportunities for young people to provide their input and contribute to the development of their countries and communities both locally and globally, that a truly inclusive information society can be achieved. 
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National Action in Brazil -  

The Brazilian youth is already organizing and taking real action related to the WSIS. The Interagir Group, started a project to promote the pro-active participation of youth in the Information Society and in the WSIS process.

Initiating our actions, we organized a videoconference with youth to foment the dialog and facilitate mobilization around the WSIS. The Videoconference was a major success, counting the participation of 34 young people in four major Brazilian cities, Brasília, São Paulo, Natal and Curitiba. We were able discuss the impact of technology in our lives , the kind of society we want and how to realize our ideas.

As a result of this first action, many young people are already organizing locally to act together with us, inspiring dialogues on the Information Society and involving more youth in the World Summit.

This videoconference is part of a bigger project that is being developed and implemented in many different countries, the National Information Society Youth Campaigns. Following our first action, in the next month we’ll be organizing workshops, Internet consults, activities with scouts, and another videoconferences.

The mobilization will not end in December. With the results of the first phase of the WSIS and based on the documents created, we’re going to start a big project of mobilization and above all action to engage youth in concrete projects around the information society. We are aiming to inspire, inform and involve young people to empower them as multipliers of ideas and actions.

Açoes em Brasil- 

A Juventude Brasileira já está se organizando e tomando ações reais em relação a CMSI. O Grupo Interagir deu início a um projeto para promover a participação pró-ativa da juventude na sociedade da informação e na Cúpula Mundial Sobre a Sociedade da Informação. 

Iniciando nossas ações, organizamos uma videoconferência reunindo jovens para fomentar o diálogo e começar mobilização em torno da Cúpula Mundial sobre a Sociedade da Informação. A videoconferência teve um grande sucesso e, contando com a participação de 34 jovens divididos em quatro grandes cidades brasileiras, Brasília, São Paulo, Natal e Curitiba, pode discutir o impacto da tecnologia em nossas vidas e que tipo de sociedade da informação queremos e como podemos concretizar nossas idéias. 

Como resultado dessa primeira ação, muitos jovens já estão se organizando localmente para junto com o interagir inspirar diálogos de jovens sobre a Sociedade da Informação e envolve-los na CMSI.

Essa videoconferência faz parte de um projeto maior que está sendo desenvolvido e implementado simultaneamente em vários países, são as Campanhas Nacionais de Jovens sobre a Sociedade da Informação. Seguindo essa primeira ação, estaremos no próximo mês organizando oficinas, consultas pela internet, atividades com jovens em grupos escoteiros e mais uma videoconferência.

A mobilização não acaba em dezembro. Com os resultados da primeira fase da CMSI, e baseados nos documentos criados, vamos dar início a um grande projeto de mobilização e acima de tudo ação para engajar os jovens em ações concretas em torno da sociedade da informação. Temos como objetivos inspirar, informar e envolver os jovens, para os empoderar como multiplicadores de idéias e ações.

